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The old man lamented greatly upon hearing this 
story and entreated her saying, “Please, please, 
stay among us longer.”’ 

She answered, “‘It is not up to me to decide. 
Please don’t grieve, my father.” 

But the old man could not so easily surrender his 
only daughter who had brought him so much hap- 
piness. So he entreated the Emperor to come to his 
aid. Since the Emperor as well wanted Delicate 
Bamboo Princess to stay in the world, he sent two 
thousand of his strongest soldiers to guard the old 
man’s house. 

When the night of the full moon finally arrived, 
inside the house the old man held Delicate Bamboo 
Princess to prevent her escape, while on the roof 
the two thousand soldiers prepared to defend the 
house from the delegation from the moon. 

Suddenly at midnight, the sky was filled with a 
dazzling light. As the beautiful celestial nymphs 
riding on clouds descended from the sky ap- 
proached the house of the old man, the soldiers on 
the roof were paralyzed. Then the door of the house 
mysteriously flew open and Delicate Bamboo Prin- 
cess glided into the garden. The nymphs told the 
old man that they had come to take their princess 
back to her home on the moon in the beautiful 
carriage awaiting her in the garden. 

Delicate Bamboo Princess consoled her parents 
saying, ‘“Thank you very much for taking care of 
me for such a long time. On the nights when the 
moon shines brightly, please look into the sky and 
remember me.”’ After she wrote a letter to the 
Emperor advising him: “I’m going back to the 
moon. Truly I regret not having been able to serve 
you at your Court,” she donned delestial robes and, 
lo and behold! she lost all the attributes of a human 
being. Surrounded by the celestial nymphs, the 
glorious carriage carrying the princess ascended into 


the sky and disappeared. 
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